Tiokspar, Avausr 13, 1874.) 


SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PANJ&B, 
NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 
Received up to 4th August, 1874, 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


The Almora Akbar of the 15th July, in its local news 
columns, says that the incomes from the jégirs belonging 
to the temples situated in Kaméun and Garhwé4l are mis- 
appropriated by the managers, and that not a farthing of 
them is spent for the maintenance of the temples and their 
appurtenances. The consequence is that the temples and the 
dharmsdlas, tanks, wells, &c., belonging to them are sadly 
out of repair. 


Government is asked to appoint public servants as local 
agents for the management and supervision of the trusts. 


A correspondent of the same paper invites attention to an 
improper practice obtaining in all places in Kamétn and 
Garhwal, except Naini TA4l. Whenever coolies are wanted 
for ae purposes, each village has to supply its quota in the 
proportion of 20 coolies to every 100 houses. Whether 
sickness prevails in the village, or urgent family affairs or 
other necessity requires the presence of the poor men at home, 
they must attend at the appointed hour and place, on pain, 
if any one of them fails todoso, of being summoned to the 

-tahsfl and forced to pay the peon’s fee, Further, they have 
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sometimes to wait in the tahsil for a day or two to get the 
luggage they areto carry. All this is highly oppressive, 
and at the same time a source of great inconvenience to the 


zamindars and cultivators, who cannot get labourers to culti- 
vate their fields. 


The writer wonders that the English Government, which 
is averse to the policy of forcing any one into service, should 
tolerate the abuse ; and he expresses a hope that the Commis- 
sioner of _ Kamaun and Garhwél, who takes an active interest 
in promoting the welfare of the people, will see to this. 


The Samay Vinod of the same date regrets to find that 
thefts and dacoities should be so frequent in India under the 
English rule. Even in the time of the former rulers, when 
anarchy and confusion prevailed in the country, daring cases 
such as are now common everywhere did not occur in cities 
er in their close vicinity. The editor attributes this state of 
things to the prevailing poverty of the country. 


The Ab-i-Haydt-i- Hind of the same date publishes an 
essay on Hindi versus Urdi, written by a student of the 
halkabandi school, Etaéwa, and for which he received a 
reward of Rs. 15 from B&bé Thakur Prasdd, Deputy Col- 
lector of that district. The writer is of course in favour 
of the introduction of the Hind{ character in Court im 
supersession of the Urdit, and proves the desirability of the 
reform by the argument that the Persian character is ofter 
nearly illegible and gives ample room for dishonesty, owing to 
the same word being read in different ways by omitting or 
supplying the diacritical points; and that Hindi being the: 
vernacular of the country, and the spoken and written lan- 
guage of the masses, should be adopted. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 17th July is glad to observe 
that under the orders of the Government,’ North-Wester 
Provinces, native orphans instéad of being surrendered to 
Christian missionaries, will in future be committed to the 
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care of native gentlemen of their own religion, who will 
receive an allowance of Rs. 2 per mensem from Government 
for the support ef each orphan ; but remarks that, as some 
Hindust&nis are apt to make such children their slaves and 
treat them with gross indifference, it would be well if at the 
time of entrusting an orphan to them Government were to 
‘require them to draw ap an agreement binding them to feed, 
clothe, and. educate him in: the same way as they do their 
own children. | 

The Lauh-i-Mahfiz of the same date draws attention to 
the practice, which some persons of inferior classes have made 
their regular profession, of diving into the sacred rivers where 
the people daily bathe, and bringing up mud which is searched. 
for any precious things which may have dropped into the rivers. 
Besides being inconvenient to the people who bathe in the 
rivers, the practice is hazardous, one such diver having been 
recently drowned in the Ramganga at Moradabad; and the 
writer thinks it should be strictly prohibited, and that with 
this view a police guard should be posted at all such rivers. — 


The Hindu Prakdésh of the same date says that a chabitrd 
and the bathing-place for women called Swargdwdry4én in con- 
nection with the shrine of Darbar Séhib at Amritsar are in a 
dangerous state. Government should call upon the trustees 
of the jdgir belonging to the shrine to repair both places at 
once. 


The Panjdbt Akhbdr of the 18th July in an article 
notices a vicious custom which is slave-dealing in a disguised 
form. There is a particular class of men in India whose 
profession it is to procure beautiful boys from hilly regions 
to subserve immoral purposes, as well as to seduce boys of 
respectable families to join their fraternity.. These youths, 
who are called rds-déhri, are trained to imitate the dances 
and songs of Krishna and the Gopis, and therefore meet with 
favour from pious: Hindts ; but. when their youth and bloom 
are gone, and they are no longer fit for that purpose, they are 
neglected and left quite helpless. The editor made some 
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remarks on this subject in a recent issue of this paper, which 
have attracted the attention of the Panjéb Government, and 
led it to make an inquiry through the Anjuman-i-Panjdb, 
Encouraged by this, he now makes the following suggestion 
for putting a stop to the abuse, and commends it to the favour- 
able consideration of Government. <A list and descriptive 
roll of all such dancing boys now existing in the different 
parts of the country should be prepared, and after being duly 
authenticated should be made over to the heads of the fra- 
ternity, duplicate copies being kept in the office of the Magis- 
trate of each district, in order that whenever any party of these 
boys enters any city or town their numbers, &c., may be fully 


tested, and proper supervision may thereby be exercised over 
them. =? 


In its localnews column the same paper notices the wanton 
behaviour of a European soldier at Lahore, who caught 
hold of a native lad who was sitting on the bank of the canal 
outside Delhi Darw4za and flung him into the canal. The 
editor remarks that Huropean soldiers often commit such out- 
rages in cities, as if the lives of the poor Hindustanis were 
designed to furnish sport for them, 


It is added that a theft of property worth several thousand 
rupees has been committed by burglars in a house in Bhéba- 
ron-ki-Gali, and the editor considers that if the police were not 


neglectful of their duty, serious cases such as this would never 
happen. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd of the 20th July finds fault with 
Government for reserving all the higher offices in the public 
service, such as collectorships, judgeships, commissioner- 
ships, &c., exclusively for men of its own nation. Why should 
the conferment of such posts on the natives of the country be 
made to depend on their passing the Civil Service Examina- 
tion in England? There are numerous men among them 
who are quite competent for the preferments, though, un- 
fortunately, God has not made them fair-complexioned like 
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Europeans. It is to be regretted that the wealth of India should 
be drained: by foreigners, and its inhabitants be left to beg 
their bread from, and be wholly dependent upon, the very 
nation which has grown rich at its expense. India has in all 
ages produced able and accomplished men. In the ancient 
time there were personages in it such as Ch4nakya, Vishnu 
Sharma, &., who wrote excellent works on politics which 
exist to the present day ; in the time of the Musalman empe- 
rors it had statesmen and politicians like Raja Man Singh, 
Todar Mal, Shivaji, Baji Rao, Haidar Ali, Ranjit Singh, and 
others; while in the present age there are men such as Sir 
Salar Jang, Sir Jang Bahadur, Sir Raja Dev Narayan Singh, 

Saiyad Ahmad Khan, Raja Shiva Pras4d, &., who are per- 
fectly qualified to hold the highest offices sili the Govern- 
ment. What cause, then, prevents Her Majesty from exalting 
these to such preferments? By doing so Her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment would gain more strength and consolidation ; for it 
is a well known fact that until the subjects of a country are 
allowed a fair share in its government, that mutual friendship 
and fellowship between the rulers and the ruled, which alone 
can secure the permanence and stability of the ruling power, 
can never be established. The Emperor Akbar and other 
Muhammadan sovereigns allowed Hindis and Musalmans an 
equal share in the government of the country, and the con- 
sequence was that the Musalman empire constantly gathered 
strength, and it was not till the reign of the Kmperor Aurang- 
zeb, when the Hindts were debarred from all high offices 
under the Government, and when its decline commenced. 


In A. D. 1858, when Her Majesty took the reigns of 
the Indian Government into her own hands, she had made 
&® promise that no distinction would be made by her be- 
tween her Indian and British subjects. Unfortunately, 
this promise has never been fulfilled. Her Majesty is 
pleased to esteem India’as the brightest jewel in her crown, 
but what substantial good has she conferred on it? The 
wealth of India hag all been drained by England, and it 
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eannot but be supposed that it is Her Majesty’s wish that 
what. little still remains should also be taken away from it, 
Were it not so Her Majesty would surely not deny its inha- 
bitants the higher offices in the publie service, so as to enable 
them to draw Rs.. 2,000 or 3,000 per mensem, and thereby 
allow some portion of the large.sums of money whieh Euro- 
pean.officers carry with them to England, on their leaving 
India, to remain in the country. Should Government think it 
dangerous to confer high posts on the Hindustdénis in their 

own country, it could easily bestow preferments on them in 
other parts of its dominions. 


The same paper, referring to the rumour that some more 
Honorary Magistrates are to be appointed at Benares, recom- 
mends Rao Beni Ram and Babi Keshar Ram as fit candidates 


for the distinction. 


The Akhbar-i-Anjuman-t-Panjdb of the 24th July men- 
tions the establishment of a commercial mart in the town of 
Kasur (Lahore), which will be held every Saturday and Sun- 


day. The credit ofthe enterprise is given chiefly to the 
tahsildar. 
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A local correspondent of the Panjdbt Akhbdr of the 25th 
duly regrets to observe that the object with which enclosed 
ghats were built at certain places on the bank of the canal by 
the late members of the Lahore Municipal Committee, viz., 
in order to enable the women of the city to bathe there in pri- 
vacy, has not been kept in view by the present members. | 

_ Every year in the summer season a cold-water well is opened 
at the side of the principal of these ghats, situated outside 
Lahori Darwaza at the skirt of the city, which is the resort of 
a large number of Hindustani ladies of respectable families. 
But owing to its not being properly sheltered,. they. are. sub- 
ject to the rudeness of the bad characters of the city. 


The Koh-i-Niir of the same date censures the' policy of 


Government in granting copies of official papers containing 
niormation relating to the frontier states and other political 
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matters to editors of English newspapers, and denying the 
privilege to those of Vernacular newspapers. The writer 
would have copies’ of all Administration Reports, Gazettes, 
and other official papers, published by the Government of 
India and the several local Governments and Administra 
tions, given to editors of Vernacular newspapers, as well as 
to those of English newspapers, in order te enable them to 
express their opinion on the political matters contained in them. 


The Nur-ul-Absar of the Ist August, in reviewing the 
above, remarks that when natives are rarely consulted in mat- 
ters which immediately concern them, and in which Govern- 
ment has professedly authorized their participation, such as 
the election of municipal commissioners, which in Allahabad, 
for instance, was conducted last year without any notice being 
given to the native gentlemen of the city, it is vain to expect 
that Government will allow them an opportunity of express- 
mg their opinion on important political matters. 


A correspondent of the Koh-i-Nér of: the 25th July, 
noticing the heavy losses which are every year caused by fires 
in the different cities of India, urges the Supreme Government 
to provide each city and town with a fire-engine such as was 
invented in England last year, and which is now used in alk | 
European countries. 

The same paper has an article, contributed by a correspond~ 
ent, in which after remarking that India is very fortunate to 
be under the rule of the English Government, which, among 
other remarkable virtues, always aims to preserve and promote 
peace, and which, after having in vain tried to prevent the war 
which broke out between France and Prussia in 1870, gener-~ 
ously spent ‘twenty-two lakhs of rupees in the cure of the 
soldiers who were wounded in the war, and sent Engtish 
doctors to look after and attend them, the writer goes on to 
notice the following points :— 

_ (1.) Although the Indian Civil Service has been thrown 
open for the competition of natives, it is much to be regretted 
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that the Civil Service Examination is not held in India, in 
consequence of which they have no opportunities and facilities 
afforded to them for competing for it. Hindust4nis are in 
no way surpassed by Englishmen in ability and honesty, 
Lord Macaulay has drawn a good contrast between the 
honesty of the Englishman and that of the Hindustani. 
There are zood and bad men in all nations, and it is therefore 
a great mistake to stigmatize the whole nation for the fault of 
afew. The writer contends that it is to be regretted that 
whilst Eurasians are being daily exalted to high offices in the 
Civil Service and other branches of the public service, Hin- 
dustani gentlemen should have obstacles and difficulties 
thrown in their way, and that the management of the affairs 
connected with native states is in the hands of Europeans, 


although natives sais discharge the duty better and at a less 
cost. 


(2.) The Ashantee war is at an mg and the English 
have proved victorious. But the English Government can 
claim no credit for it, beyond that it has overcome a savage 
hation ; nor are the services of the English military officers 
who fought in the campaign entitled. to any praise, although 
Her Majesty in her speech has been pleased to speak highly 
of them. The battles of Waterloo and Trafalgar, and the 
naval defeat of the Dutch by the English were truly honourable 
to the English nation, and the source of England’s pride and 
glory : but times are altered. Now, while the Russians are 
pushing on their conquests in Central Asia and -conquer- 
ing its powerful nations, England plumes herself on het 
sticcess in the Looshai expedition and the Ashantee war! _ 


(3.) The rivers and canals in the Panjab are well suited 
for conservancy purposes. If Government were to direct its 


attention to the subject, an income of at least one crore pe 
annum would be realized from these fisheries. 


(4.) Vernacular versions of the English law reports 
and journals should be published for the benefit of the public. 
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(5.) The miserable state of the half-starved native soldiers, 
who draw a miserable pittance and rarely get promotion, well 
deserves the attention of the Commander-in-Chief in India. 


(6.) The low salaries drawn by the subordinate officials 
of the Postal Department are the cause of the frequency of 
thefts in that department, as shown by the statements made by 
some of them when making a confession of their guilt before 
the Court, that their low salaries were insufficient to meet 
their wants, and that they were therefore conipelled by pain- 
ful necessity to have recourse to unfair means. Unfortu- 
nately, too, those officials who draw less than Rs. 50 per 
mensem are debarred from the privilege of getting an — 
increase to their pay. 


The same paper draws the attention of the Deputy Com- 
missioner of Hoshyarpur to the bad sanitary state of Choyéa, 
a place in that city. 


Under the heading ‘*‘ Shahpur”’ (Panjab), the same paper 
says that disturbances and cases of murder are frequent in 
the city, and the streets and lanes are unpaved and dirty. 
There is no municipal committee in the city, although the 
income from the octroi is considerable, and owing to the ndla 
running across the street in Mauza Ghalibwala being unpro- 
vided with a bridge or a ferry-boat, passengers have to suffer 
great trouble in crossing it in the rainy season. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Akhbdr-i-Alam of the 16th July has an article on the 
chiefs and princes of the native states, which has been con- 
tributed by a correspondent. The object is to show that the 
chiefs grossly abuse the powers vested in them. ‘Their courts 
of justice are a mere sham, and the forms in which justice is 
administered in them only a mockery. All cases in which 
elther of the parties happens to be a relative, friend, or de- 
pendant of the presiding officer of the court, or otherwise 
possesses an interest with him, are invariably decided in his 


oe a 
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favour, whether his cause be just or unjust ; and for this reason 
not only are the decisions of the courts partial and biassed, but 
the final orders are determined before the preparation of the 
record of a case. Still worse is the case in civil suits in which 
the chiefis the plaintiff. In all such suits the defendants are 
imprisoned in the jail like criminals, and subjected to the 
greatest disgrace and indignity. 


Besides these, numerous other grievances, too lengthy to 
mention, such as the heaviness of the Government yama, the 
oppressions and extortions of the subordinate officers of the 
state, and many others, are the lot of the subjects of these 
states. In short, the chiefs rule their subjects with an iron 
rod, and tyrannize over them in any way they please. 


The attention of Government is invited to all this. 


COMMERCIAL. 
( Railways.) 


A local correspondent of the Rohilkhand Akhbér of the 15th 
July invites attention to the following account of the mis- 
management and confusion which prevailed at the Oudh and 
Rohilkhand Railway on the occasion of the Somwatt amdwas, 
Ganges fair (13th July), and of which he was an eye-witness, — 
in his journey by rail from Moradabad to Rajghat :— 

(a.) The number of carriages was quite inadequate, the 


consequence being that as many as 15 or 16 passengers were 
forced into each compartment. 


(b.) Notwithstanding that there is a special carriage for 
females, on the arrival of the train at the Moradabad station, a 
weman was made to sit in the same carriage with the writer. 


(c.) At the Kandrakhi station some 30 or 40 male 
passengers were. seated in the special carriage for females, | 
which was full of respectable pardanishin ladies. 


The Hindté Prakdsh of the 17th J uly repeats the common | 
complaint so often noticed before, viz., the seating of sweepers, | 
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chamars, and the like class of people in the same carriage 
with Hindustanis of the higher order. . The practice is 
condemned as extremely improper and unjustifiable, and as — 
being inconsistent with the tolerant policy pursued by Govern- 
ment. It is extremely offensive to the religious feelings 
of the people,.and reflects great discredit both on the Govern- 
ment and the Railway Companies. It is high time that the 
abuse should be removed, and a separate carriage set apart 
for sweepers, &c., and other low caste persons. 


EDUGATIONAL, 


The Muftd’-i-’ Am of the 15th July again remarks on the 
illiberal policy pursued by Government reserving the sole 
right of printing educational works to itself—a policy which, 
besides discouraginy private enterprise, throws obstacles in the 
way of education It often happens that many of the books 
included in the year’s curriculum of the schools are not avail- 
able in the Curator’s Depét at the time they are wanted, and 
several months elapse before they are printed and supplied, 
and this greatly interferes with the progress of the students 
and their success in the annual examination. 


The editor wonders that Government should spend a large 
sum of money in the education of its subjects, and assign 
liberal rewards to authors of good works in the vernacular 
every year, and yet for the sake of a trifling profit should keep 
to itself the monopoly of the printing and sale of educational 
works, which is attended with various disadvantages. 


A correspondent of the Kavi Vachan Sudhd of the 20th 
July regrets to find from a letter published in the foregoing 
number of that paper that female education in Benares is 
likely to fall into disrepute owing to the fact that girls who 
attend the female schools may be seen wandering in the bazar — 
purchasing paper and pencils, while the bad characters of the 
city laugh at, and use improper expressions towards them. 
The sight is extremely offensive to modesty and decency, and 
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cannot but prove detrimental to the cause of female education 
by furnishing an argument to ignorant: persons for sticking 
fast to their prejudices against it. 

The writer attributes all this to the unfitness of the mistress. 
es in charge of the schools, and would ask the educational 
officers concerned to appoint able, virtuous, and well-behaved 
mistresses to the schools, who, besides teaching their pupils 
to read and write, may also reform their morals and may them- 
selves set a good example to them. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 24th July, in an article 
contributed by a correspondent, remarks on the written ver- 
nacular middle class examination to. which the halqabandi 
schools in the North-Western Provinces are subjected as well 
as the tahsili since 1872. Considering the object with which the 
village school system was created, which was simply to impart a 
rudimentary instruction in reading, writing, and ciphering to 


_ the masses, such as may enable them to carry on the ordinary 


transactions of life, and the small scope for advanced instruction 
in this class of schools, the new system of examination cannot 
but be pronounced to be too strict for them. The teachers of 
these schools are young men who have received training at a 
normal school for one year, and who draw from Rs, 5 to 7, or, 
if they be so fortunate as to be tahsili teachers, Rs. 10 and 10 ; 
and, as such, it is anything but reasonable to expect that they 
will be able to teach subjects which are the same as those pre- 
scribed for the Calcutta University entrance examination, with 
this difference only, that the language in the one case 1s 
English, and in the other Urdi or Hindi. At present the 
Deputy Inspectors are required to pass boys in the vernacular 
middle-class examination, on pain of degradation and dis- 
missal; and the Director, in his report to Government on. the 
examination, speaks of their responsibility in bringing Fup 
boys to that standard ; but if Government intends to give 4 
high education to halqabandi boys, such as is necessary for the 
aforesaid examination, it should appoint a few well qualified 
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teachers.on Rs. 20, 30, 40, and 50 in first-class villages 
only, instead of keeping many incompetent ones on Rs. 5, 
especially as many are attached to villages which are inhabited 
chiefly by the labouring classes, who, as a rule, show no in- 
clination to teach their sons to read and write, since they 
require their aid in sowing and cultivating their fields. 


The Akhbdr-i- Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the same date notices 
the establishment of a society under the name of Anjuman-i- 
Mujftd-t- Am in the town of Kastr (Lahore) under the patron- 
age of the Extra Assistant Commissioner and the Tahsildar of 
the town. An endowment of Rs, 242 and a monthly sub- 
scription of Rs. 72-12-0 have been obtained in aid of the society, 
which intends to issue a monthly literary journal. 
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